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Austria’s 


It is senseless to suggest that Austria’s foreign polity can, or shod 1, be 
changed £T«n day to day to suit the circumstances. It is best to pur m un- 
waveringly a pre-detemtned policy. The basis of the present policy as de- 
termined not by the government but by the people, at the 1945 elect! m B The 
details were filled in by the government after aa' exact evaluation of ihe coun- 
try’s actual arid potential assets and liabilities* 


2„ Biose who today advocate a change of foreign policy and a rapprochem «t with 
Russia need not be taken seriously* Ifaay are an infinitesimal minor tty . The 
people as a whole, down to the humblest woxfeer in the remotest worksht p, are 
fully aware of the issues at stake in the conflict between East and r< at. The 
few agitators will never meet with success. It is quite certain that their 
slightest attempt to organize themselves would be quelled by the T7est rw Allies. 


3. Ddbretsbergar is totally unimportant. As a farmer Minister of the Sci aochnigg 
Government, his political career is finished. Let him dare hold a pc’ itlcal 
meeting in Qraz or in any other Styriaa town? 


4. Probably the Russians would like to see Landeahauptmann Dr. Heinrich ( leissner 
at the top, as the Ocarmnists have certain information concerning hi® which 
would enable them to make him their tool. But dials sner is not aiabitlons and 
has no great syiqpath3.es far Russia. Above all, he is extremely cautious and is 
not likely to venture beyond the border of Upper Austria. 


5. Eduard Ludwig will never become Foreign Minister} the Socialists will sjke sure 
he does not. 


Divisio n of Aust ria 

6. A division of Austria today is out of the question. Similarly, all t Ik of a 
possible invasion of Austrian territory is absurd so long as the oecu] mtion • 
lasts. Whenever Gruber receives reports of threats to the Austrian frontier, 
no matter how serious they may seem, he imediately consigns them to he waste- 
paper basket. 
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Qruter is aware of the conversations which have been taking place between the 
Salaburg, Tyrol, and Vorarlberg Governments concerning a. ;«>ssible division 
ox Austria and the consequent need to form a T/est Austrian GOTemnc:at t Such 
talk is sheer sadness 9 and it has no greater interest for Mm v/hen he ip told 
that the western provinces v/ould reject the present federal governmn* and ask 
hin personally to farm a western government* 

Hiis sort of telle, and the rumors to which it gives rise, is dannerauf aid 
exactly what the Russians desire,, Austria's greatest cnety today is "Poiawatech" 
(chaos). On tee otlier hand, there is no need to attach undue importance to this ' 
evil. A mw healing that the Yugoslavs are about to cross the Aus-W ^ frontier 
nay pack his bags and flee. lie will 'return when the rumor is proved ■ *isc« The 
next time he hoars the rumor he will pack Ms bags, but not flee. Ur third 
GimQ fee will not even pack his fe&gs 0 

Tho most ix^rtant thing for tee Austrians today is to keep their heat s at all 
costs and to refuse to be influenced by anything but hard facts® 

teiber cited the example of Hungary, lie had kept in close touch with the 
Hungarian Smllholdors* Party, wMch had accused him of following a false policy® 
In its opinion, ausferxa should remain entirely neutral, or oven coraprorf.se mite 
the Russians® tee Huigarian view held that Austria's economic situation dictated 
teis. Gruber stated that he had never wavered in rejecting thin advice and had 
done his best to convince the Ihngarian3 that theirs was the mistaken "olicy. 

Itow events liad oroved hoi? right he was; Despite the compromises whicl: the ' 
Smallholders * uirty had node in rbseow, tho Russians had done nothing or 

^U. llunpaxy *s territorial claims had been rejected* hr \ been 

forced to flee the country, and all Ms collaborators had been eMrfn,-! wd® 

Ehen asked if he believed that Austria was in far a particularly bad 1 im when 
the Russians* turn came to take over the chairmanship of the Allied Cd’zrcil in 
Vienna, Omber replied that the Russians did exactly what they chose w ether 
th<y had the chairoansMp or not. 

Intern al Politic a l Situation 

Gruber believes that, if the Austrian People's Party had a re ali stic ar . concrete 
program and spoke quite openly to tee people, it would win the next el otiohs. 

Here he criticized Chancellor Figl for what he termed Ms "sanguine pc icy". 

It was tee height of folly, said Grut>er, to make promises wMch could <->t be 
kept. .hat was needed rias the sort of line which Churchill adopted in 1940 * 
blood, sweat and tears, coupled with an assurance that, if everybody th xis his 
full weight into the nork of reconstruction, Austria x4.ll most certair,’ r o»jll 
through* Such an approach v/ould rive the Austrians the feelinp that t V 
had an ideological battle to firfet* ' 

State secretary Ferdinand Graf, Mnister of Education Felix Hordes, sue’ Foreign 
anister Gruber hiiaself are tee only APP leaders who can be certain o ’ a m 
successful political meeting in Vienna or in tee other industrial centers. 

14. Rhen asked what he thought about the Socialists, Gruber merely replied that 
Vice-Chancellor Dr,, Adolf Seharf enjoyed considerable respect among the people® 

Worth TJjrrol 

15. teTil>er is not intei-ested in the local political intrigues in Worth Tyrol. 
Discussing tee latest attempts by the IJonareMst? to oust Landesbaupimv nn 
^eissgatterer, lie maintained that it would not matter’ in the least if 
..eissgatterer were forced to resign. On the contrary, he would accomtf 5 ah 

rwre as a meefoer of the opposition. A man with any personality always -anagos to 

teS t!iick"of 0nd * ^ ^ asser>i }jiffi3elf noro easily when he - ? not in 

16. ‘fyrol ic completely unimportant so'far as Austrian .foreign policy is oooeemed 

except in the South -tyrol question. P oojeomoa. 
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South Tyrol 


17. negotiation*; arc taking place. Admittedly, they are not proceeding as well 
as one night wish, but nevertheless they are being continued. The South 
tyroleana have themselves to blame for the<felayB and difficulties with 
ttieir persistence on ouch minor points as Article 5 of the Optunte* D ecree 
nevertheless, Vienna will stand by them even on these minor issues: se * 
that they nay knorr that Austria will do her utmost to support them. 
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P U3t bo patient, An aggressive policy, such® was pursued 
until Paris, cannot bo maintained indefinitely. Rffective ammunition must be 
preserved against the day when it is really necessary to use it* it oust not 
be wasted by firing isolated shots every day. It is also advisable to wait 
for the moment Then the bullets will find their nark. Strong action at present 
touM bo ^opportune, because Italy is momentarily in a more advantageouTwositictt 
than Austria. For this reason, it is inadvisable to force ti» issue in the" 
negotiations. The negotiations must be left to take their course* and it 
is best toxait and see That the final results Till be. If they a re satisfactory, 
so much the better. If not* Austria has weapons enough. Ctaa thing, Gruber 
b ^ cv ?°* is certains Italy cannot afford to fail in the fulfillment of her 
obligations under the Paris Agreement, and that a-roenent contains a great dea l. 
Furthermore, the Great Powers have a great moral obligation toward South 'tyrol. 

-«l© 

So far/the internal situation in South 'Tyrol is concerned, the South Tyroleans ' 
are inclined to take it too tragically. Qrubor understands their difficulties • 
but, somehow, they raust hold the people together for another three or four ? 
months. No natter what happens ^ the South Tyroleans must not lose their heads* 

Gruber is prepared to discuss the internal political situation at any iiae v&th 
Br # v. Qucr^hbern, Secretary-General of the South ‘fyrol Peopled Party (OTP), 
xit the same time, from a tactical point of view, it is difficult both *> 
negotiate and to issue directives . It must bo realized that every viord that is 
spoken today is sooner ox- later heard by tho nhole vjorld* 
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